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STUDENT FROM IIT-D
WINS GLOBAL CONTEST

CHAMP Haryana
boy, Uttam Kumar,
beats 37,000
entrants to win
scholarship

Asian News International

ndian student Uttam Kumar has beat-

en more than 37,000 competitors from

around the world to win the Australian

Government’s prestigious “Win your

Future Unlimited” competition.

His prize includes a 12-month-long study
at Australia’s world class University of New
South Wales, return air{lights, 12 months
free accommodation, a generous stipend apd
the opportunity for an exclusive internship
following his studies.

Kumar, aged 22, now plans to study for
his Masters in materials science at the
University of New South Wales (UNSW),
recognised as one of the top-100 engineef-
ing and technology schools in the world.

Australia’s High Commissioner to India,
Patrick Suckling, congratulated Uttam on
his significant achievement and wished him
well for his studies in Australia.

“Uttam is already studying at the prestig-
ious Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi,
and now he's beaten entrants from more
than 190 other countries to take out this
competition,” he said.

“Winning this competition will open upa
world of new opportunities for Uttam, and
I'm delighted he’s got the opportunity to

= Winner Uttam Kumar (Left) with Australian Foreign Minister Julie Bishop

pursue his dreams in Australia. He joins a
growing number of Indian students study-
inginourwm-ldclasseducanonsystem and

nodoubt Australians studying with him will
heneonmtheexchange justashundreds

PTIPHOTO

of thousands do in our education system
around Australia every year,” he added.
The Australian Government’s Win Your
Future Unlimited competition, organised
by the Australian Trade Commission

- honesty and creative flair,” said

Alma mater: llT-DeihL Kumar beat
37,000 entrants from across 190 coun-
tries ide to win
in materials science at
< -ﬂteum}mltyqfﬂew South Wales

“hance to work with
r Sri Bandyopadhyay,
cently recognized as one of Australia’s
- top-5 innovators t oo
: receives one year of study
in Australia in 2014, including flights, -
 tuition, accommodation, a stipend and
~an omortunlty for an lntemshlp

' (Austrade), challenged students to design

a digital postcard explaining how an
Australian education could help realise
their future dreams (www.winyourfuture-
unlimited.com.au).

The competition culminated in a spe-
cial ceremony held in Sydney on December
17 2013 where Australian Trade Minister
Andrew Robb announced Uttam as the
overall Major Prize Winner from seven

* weekly finalists drawn from the USA, the

Phillipines,Vlemam,Rmsia.India,Bmﬂl
and Indonesia.

“Eachot the other six finalists had an
inspiring story and the desire to create
a better future by studying in Australia.
But Uttam impressed the most with clarity,

Suckling.

Kumar is currently his under-

graduate studies in the field of materials
science at IIT Delhi
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IIT-Delhi student wins coveted Australian scholarship

Vijetha S.N
“Win Your Future Unlimnited” attracted 37,000 competitors

“The world doesn’t end here...ifT didn't win this, there were other scholarships I could win. If your academics are good
and vou're from the right schools, vou will land well,” was the well-articulated reply of Uttam Kumar, an IIT-Delhi
student who had the audacity to skip campus placements and place his bets instead on Australia earlier this vear.

The Australian govern ment’s “Win Your Future Unlimited” had 37,000 students cormpeting fror around the world
and all Uttam had to do was writein 50 words what he meant to do with the scholarship and how exactly it would
fielp fom realise lhis goals. He wrote about preserving the environment and how Hs research would contribute to this
cause.

“My parents were not very well off; oy huition at IIT too was covered by a merit-cum-teans scholarsiip. They were
a btte sceptical when I told them I would be skipping placements. But when I explained that this scholarship would
open up better averues than any job could do and that vy future lay in acadentcs and research, they agreed,” ke
said, adding that a Ph. D in natural sdences was in the agenda for lim.

The scholarship entitles kim to choose a year-long study from any of Australia’s top urmmversities, with rehon air
ticket, 12 months’ free accormmodation, a generous stipend and the opporturaty for an exclusive internship following
Fis studies also being thrown in. “Iwill be taking a Masters’ degree in materials science at the Urifv ersity of New

South Wales (UNSW).”

Small-torwn boy

However, Ttam says that he was like ay other small-toum boy who sees a job after college as the end-point of all
his ambitions. “II'T-Delld changed it all, in fact meeting alunai who were doing a lot of exciting things all over the
world did this. T started by searching for internships that were situated out of the country and even landed a fully-
funded one in Germany for surmmer. It broadened rrgy horizons ke travel usually does,” he said.

Hewas yet to tell ls friends, most of them with jobs, the good news.

Australian High Corrorassioner to India Patrick Suckling congratulated Utiam on Fas sigrificant achievernent and
wished Farnwell for Fas studies in Austrahia.

The Australian Goverrrnent’s “Win Your Future Unlingted” competition, orgarised by the Australian Trade
Conmrission, challenged students to design a digital posteard explairing how an Australian education could help
realise their future dreams.

The competition culminated in a special ceremony held in Sydney on Tuesday where Australian Trade Mirister
Andrew Robb armounced Uttam as the overall major prize unnmer from seven finalists drawn from India, the U7SA,
the Phalippines, Vietnarm, Russia, Brazl and Indonesia.

“Each of the other six finalists had an inspiring story and the desire to create a better future by studying in Australia.
But Uttarn cdlearly impressed the judqges by raking Hs case unth clarity, honesty and creative flair,” said Mr.
Suckling.

Printable version | Dec 18, 2013 1:25:14 PM | hittp://wune. thelandu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-newdelhi
Siitdelli-studentavins-coveted-australian-scholarslp /articles472321.ece
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Business Mandard

HC rejects IIT's plea against Subramanian Swamy

Press Trust of India | New Delhi December 17, 2013 Last Updated at 20:07 IST

The Delhi High Court today rejected IIT, Delhi's plea to distniss Subramanian Swamy's civil suit claming
that the institute owes him more than Es 70 lakhs for the services he rendered dunng his tenure there as an

Lesistant Professor between 1972 and 1%%1

Justice Manmohan Singh dismissed the plea after both II'T and Swamy failed to settle the 1ssue out of court.

The Indian Institute of Technology, Delly, (ITT-D) had approached high court against a city court's order
agreeing to hear Swamy's plea seeking recovery of the alleged dues of Es 19 lakh along with interest of 18
percent from February 1991

In 1ts plea, the petitioner took the ground that his plea was time-barred and bevond the jurisdiction of the
coutt.

The lower court had on February 26, 2012 agreed to hear Swarmny's plea and dismissed IIT's application
seeking distnissal of his ciwil suit on the ground that it was time-barred and beyond the junsdiction of the
coutt.

According to IT, Swamy's total claim, including interest, would come to Es 70,20 lakh which 1z beyond the
pecuniary junsdiction of the lower court.

mwamny had filed the suitin the lower court to recover salary and allowances in revised grade from Decembe
12, 1972 t1ll May 21, 1991 along with interest at 18 percent with effect from February 20, 1991 till the date «
payment and gratuity, penston.

Cpposing Swamy's civil suit, T had said his claim for alleged dues was rejected by 1t as he had faled to

provide the details of the amount earned from his employment between December 11, 1972 to March 27,
1991,

mwamy had sad he came to know about his dues only in 2009 after filing ETT applications which showed th
Director had "falsely" presented the case for his dues before the Board of Governors.
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From labs to businesses - this
is how the lITs get it right

GdT AN IDEA? |ITs provide subsidised
infrastructure, funds, mentoring and small
seed funding to innovative projects by
students at their incubation centres

Gauri Kohi
= gauri kohli@hindustantimes.com

The incubation centres at the
Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs) were set up for converting
ideas to practical solutions. They
are now churning out some real
success stories.
~Take the case of II'T Bombay It
was among the first engineering
institutions in the country to set
up an incubation and innovation
centre to support many bright
sparks. “Incubation centres are
aplatform where ideas and crude
types can be turned into
that can be commercial-
We established the centre
institute the year 2000 and
incubated 48 companies,
ich about 20 have been
" says Poyni Bhatt, chief
idministrative officer at IIT
3ombay’s Society for Incubation
and Entrepreneurship (SINE).

:

g Elaborating on how the

rojects are selected, Bhatt
ays, “During screening, we
whether the business plan

be incubated and its chance
reaching the market. The stu-
ents working on the projects
have to justify the need for it to
funded before we actually go
ead. Our budget is upto 20
per company and we also get
g‘ipport from the Department of
ience and Technology (DST),
the Technology Development
Board and the Department
of Information Technology
IT),” adds Bhatt. Besides
cial funding, the institute

also provides subsidised infra-

ing early stage entrepreneurial
ventures based on technology
and innovation, creating
physical infrastructure,
facilitating networking
with experts and advisors
for the incubatee compa-
nies and identifying innova-
tions which have potential for
commercial ventures.
According to BV Phani, coor-
dinator at the SIDBI Innovation
Incubation, Centre (SIIC) of IIT
Kanpur, “The first source of
start-ups at IIT Kanpur were the
studens’ research projects, the
results of which pushed them
to start their own venture for
commercialising the product/
service. Faculty mentoring is
mandatory for companies incu-
bating at our institute. The max-
imum fund allotted under any
project is 25 lakh. The limit of
funding is governed by the rules/
policy of the funding agency.
SIIC has availed funding from
different government agencies,
namely DST, DIT, Department
of Scientific and Industrial
Research, Ministry of Micro,
Medium and Small Enterprises,
and Biotechnology Industry
Research Assistance Council-
Department of ‘Biotechnology.”
The corpus funding has been
availed from IIT Kanpur, UP
Government and SIDBI Bank.
It is mandatory for the incubat-
ed companies to nominate 3%
equity to [IT Kanpurand if itisa
faculty company physically incu-
bating at II'T Kanpur, then they
have to nominate 13% equity to
the institute. An incubated com-

Kanpur and opti Maw

DESIGN

THE IDEAS BRIGADE

nates its equity to IIT Kanpur
(option of repayment of 50% to
25% equity).

“The incubation approval
is given by a committee based
on the principle of converting
potential ideas intoa commercial

product. Currently, the centre is
mentoring 25 projects/incubated
companies,” says Phani. .

"\IIT Kharagpur is also provid-
ing incubation space for R&D of

__their products. “We are arrang-
oting torepay part  ing seed funds/grants through
~of theloanviamﬂtyahgmmka . yarious projects sponsored by the

Central government and men-
toring to develop their products
for commercialisation. About
60 projects have been funded
and mentored through various
projects sponsored in different
domains in the last five years.
We are picking 3% equity of
the funded company on case to
case basis. Around 50% of ideas
are converted into real-life solu-
tions,” says Indranil Sengupta,
managing director, Science and
Technology Entrepreneurs’
Park, IIT Kharagpur.
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[ITians skip MNCs,
line up for NGO ]ObS

Apekshita Varshney

» htmetroPhindustantimes. com

MUMBALI High-paying jobs never
attracted Kalpesh Dalvi, who is
pursuing a two-year masters pro-
gramme at the Indian Institute
of Technology. Bombay (1I'T-B).
Having friends who studied in
Indian-language schools, he saw
the difficulties faced in present-day
India by a person who is unfamil-
iar with English.

Of the 150 students who had
applied, Dalvi is the only who
bagged a jobat Sujayva Foundation
in the current placement session
of II'T-B. The foundation works
to teach underprivileged school-
going children.

“There is no proper infra-
structure for students from poor
families to learn English. I wish

—
SEEKING CHANGE

For the past few years, not-
for-profit aroups have been
part of the campus placement
Process

This year, 300 students
applied for jobhs in 2 NGOs.

to dedicate my life to provide this
luxury to them,” said Dalvi.
Atleast 300students had applied
for jobs in two NGOs, and only
two got an offer. Confirming the
trend of students applving for jobs
in NGOs, Sunil Mehta, assistant
placement officer at 1T, said, “It
1S surprising to see students with
a cumulative performance index
as high as 9 apply to NGOs when
they can get a corporate job.”
»» CONTINUED ON P9



and bank accounts of Indians
working in these schools.

There is little sign of aclimb-
down from the US side, with a
government spokesman main-
taining that standard procedures
had been followed during the
arrest. The US has stuck to its
view that Khobragade enjoyed
immunity from the jurisdiction
of US courts only with respect to
acts performed in the exercise of
her consular functions.

India has, however, said she
should have been treated with
sensitivity given her diplomatic
status.

[ITians skip..

The cumulative perform-
ance index is the average of the
orades obtained in all subjects
taken by students since their
BNty to the course,

The other, Sablay Rohan
Satish, a final-yvear strmectural
engineering student, believes
that his move 1s calculated
becanse it gives flight to his
intention of working for soci-
ety by not compromising on his
career: “1wish to contribute and
gain experience, At the same
time, the package and opportu-
nities they offer are better than
several core jobs in my field,”
he said. For the past four to five
vears, not-for-profit groups have
been part of the campus place-
ment process at the institute.

The salaries offered to the two
students placed by not-for-profit
groups have not been disclosed.
Althuugh theqe grnupa-.uffm sala-

A o kB e Towe b e w Do caeadl. oD

a large namber of students who
want the experience. “Even it it
notlike a full-fledged career alot of
students also opt for part-time jobs
at NGOs”, saild Aakanksha Dimori,
institute placement manager:

Keep 6m...

The SC has also asked the
state government to reconstitute
its high-rise technical committee
and widen its mandate so that
it can hear people’s grievances
on construction and on techni-
cal aspects of redevelopment of
old buildings and cluster rede-
velopment. The state has been
asked to 1ssue the necessary
notification within four weeks
of the order, re-constituting
the committee under Justice
PS Patankar, a former Bombay
high conrt judge, and six other
members. It has also appointed
urban researcher and architect
Pankaj Joshion this committee,
Developers had been lobbving to
curb the powers of the high-rise
committee, arguing that several
levels of authority were slowing
down development in the city,

Builders said the order will
slow down construction activ-
ity, especially on the island city
which has many old buildings on
small plots. “We hope the state
government makes a representa-
tion to the apex court explaining
ground reality, because in the
case of redevelopment of old,
dilapidated buildings, the plot
sizes are very small. This order
could bring redevelnpment in I]1E

S, .. I T I (R [T | T ., T,
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Google acquires military robot-maker

Lo
» lettersBhindustantimes.com

SAN FRANCISCO: Google is now the
owner of Big Dog, a four-legged
robot that can climb muddy hills,
and Cheetah, a robot which can
outrun the fastest human.

The world’s largest Internet
search company acquired Boston
Dynamics, a privately held engi-
neering company best known for
building robots, which are often
co-developed or funded by the
U.S. military.

The acquisition is the
latest by Google’s secretive

robotics division, led by Andy
Rubin, the former boss of the
company’s Android mobile
operating system.

Google’s new robotics division
has acquired more than a half-
dozen other robotics companies.

A person familiar with the
matter confirmed the deal,
which was first reported by the
New York Times on Saturday,
and said that Google will honor
Boston Dynamics’ military con-
tracts.

The financial terms of the
deal are under wraps as both

s00gle and Boston Dynamics

did not comment on the matter.

Based in Waltham,
Massachusetts, Boston Dynamics
was founded in 1992 as a spin-off
from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology. The company
works with the US. Army, Navy,
Marine Corps and the Defense
Department’s Advanced Research
Projects Agency, according to its
website,

The company’s website lists a
catalog of nine different robots,
including a DARPA-funded
machine capable of scaling
vertical walls using “micro-
claws,” and a small four-wheeled

Technical colleges against transfer from AICTE to UGC

Shafague Alam, TNN | Dec 18, 2013, 03.39 AM IST

vehicle that can jump 30 feet
into the air and which is being
developed with the U.S. Army’s
Rapid Equipping Force.

The four-legged Cheetah
robot, which can surpass speeds
of 29 miles per hour according
to the website, is billed as the
“fastest legged robot in the world.”

Google has been tight-lipped
about what it plans to do with
the robots although media
reports earlier this month
suggested that the company’s
efforts were focused on devel-
oping robotics technology
that can be used in factories.

NOIDA: Several technical colleges in Noida are resisting the move to be transferred from AICTE conti
to UGC. In April 2013, the Supreme Court ruled that colleges affiliated to a university do not come
under the definition of "technical institution” as mentioned under Section 2(h) of AICTE Act, 1987.

Following the judgment, UGC issued a circular on December 5 for evolving a suitable method to ensur
that existing technical /engineering colleges affiliated to universities do not dilute standards of technic
education imparted by them.

UGC had also asked for comments and feedback from stakeholders by December 9. Maore than 13,000
technical institutions in the country are currently under AICTE's control. UGC said that from now stat
universities will control engineering colleges, management institutes and other technical institutions.
However, several stakehalders termed the UGC move to be taken in a haste and without giving
sufficient time to them to respond.

Educational Promotion Society for India (EPSI), a federal body of private institutions, has persuaded the Union HRD ministry to extend the deadline
for collecting feedback on "draft UGC guidelines” for regulating technical education. An EPSI delegation met Union HRD minister MM Pallam Raju

and shared concerns.

EPSI alternate director, Dr H Chaturvedi, said, "We requested the minister to intervene to sustain the autonomy of these academic institutions. We al:
demanded that the process of issuing the said regulations be immediately stopped and wide consultations be held in the matter with all stakeholders,
including state governments, universities, colleges and public.”

Dr Chaturvedi, wha is also the director of Birla Institute of Management Technology, said that the ministry has accepted the plea and extended the

deadline for consultation to December 31.
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Pvt tech colleges tear empty seats

Ashol Pradhan, TNN | Dec 17, 2013, 04.46 PMIST

BHUBANESWAR: Private engineering colleges apprehend large-scale vacancies of first year BTech
seats in the coming academic year in view of the "poor” response from Odisha students to JEE Main
2014, the national-level entrance test for engineering ad mission.

"We got to know that only around 22,000 students from Odisha have applied so far for JEE Main.
Another week or so is left for the application process to be completed. The small number is a worrying
trend as it would mean an unprecedented number of unoccupied undergraduate engineering seats in
the coming year," said Binod Dash, secretary, Odisha Private Engineering College Association (Opeca).

The application process for JEE Main started on November 15. The last date to apply is December 26.

Till this year, Odisha admitted engineering students through the state-level Odisha Joint Entrance

Examination (OJEE). For 2013, over 68,000 students had applied for engineering admission through
OJEE, including around 19,000 students from outside the state. Of them, 62,000 had qualified for admission. However, over 24,000 of the total
around 42,000 engineering seats remained without admission in 2013-14.

"The situation may worsen in 2014-15 unless steps are taken at the earliest since the number of applicants is far lower this time. Perhaps many student
don't know that Odisha will draw students from JEE Main. The government should create awareness about it through publicity properly,” Dash said.

Opeca has submitted a memorandum to technical education minister Pratap Keshari Deb seeking to conduct a special OJEE to attract more students it
view of the poor response to the national level test. "This is a bridge year when the state shifted from OJEE to JEE Main. We have requested the
government to hold a special OJEE so that no aspirant is left out of the process,” he said.

Government authorities said it was too soon to call the trend poor. "Most students tend to fill up applications in the last few days. Since more than a
week is left, several more students would apply. I don't think any engineering aspirant doesn't know about JEE Main,” said Chandra Sekhar Kumar,
principal secretary, technical education.

The offline mode of JEE Main is scheduled on April 6 while the online test would be held between April o and April 10. There are 88 private and eight
government-run engineering colleges in state, excluding two deemed universities.


nabihasan
Line


